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Subject:	Gig Economy, Hobby, and Low-Profit Self-Employment for Pennsylvanians with Employment and or Engagement Requirements (PEERs)
Question:	Do “gig economy” and online content creator jobs count as self-employment?  Can a PEER meet their work requirement through hours spent working in self-employment jobs that are also hobbies, like gaming/Twitch streaming?
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Yes, time spent working in self-employment, which can include “gig economy” and monetized content creator jobs may be counted as paid work hours toward the 20 hour per week PEER work requirement.  See also:  PFS 21455-552. 
 
Examples of countable self-employment include, but are not limited to: 

· Rideshare and food delivery services (e.g., Uber, Lyft, Instacart),
· Free-lancing services/platforms (e.g., Upwork, TaskRabbit, Care.com),
· E-commerce businesses (e.g., Etsy, eBay),
· Monetized content creation (e.g., YouTube, Instagram, Twitch). 

Hours may be counted as paid work hours toward meeting the PEER work requirement if the activity is part of a bona fide self-employment enterprise with a profit motive.  

This includes any documented time spent performing preparatory tasks such as:

· A content creator editing photos or videos prior to uploading them. 
· A rideshare driver sanitizing their vehicle between rides.


NOTE:  As long as the activity is part of a bona fide self-employment enterprise with a profit motive, hours are countable even if it the activity may be considered a hobby in other instances.

The County Assistance Office (CAO) will treat an activity as bona fide self-employment with a profit motive if it:

· already generates a profit, or 
· is reasonably expected to generate a profit over the certification period.

The CAO may also consider an activity that is not currently turning a profit to be a bona fide self-employment enterprise with a profit motive when the:

· activity is expected to generate any non-zero amount of total gross receipts during the certification period, even if total profit is not expected; and
· PEER indicates that the activity is undertaken with the intent to eventually produce a profit.

If an activity does not meet this standard for paid work, or the standard for in-kind or unpaid work (see:  PFS 22327-535), the activity should be treated as being solely a hobby without any profit motive, and the hours spent in it may not be counted as work hours toward meeting the PEER work requirement.

Citations:  7 CFR 273.24(a)(2)(i) 
1

